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Celebration of the 250th Anniversary of the Hart House

D e D i c a t e D  t o  P r e s e r v i n g ,  P r o t e c t i n g  a n D  P r o m o t i n g  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  o l D  s a y b r o o k

Historical SocietyThe Old Saybrook

S p r i n g / E a r l y  S u m m e r  2 0 1 7

Let us celebrate together the 250th Anniversary of the Hart House; its past and future and the patriotism and commitment of 
thousands who preserved and protected it and those who will do so in the years to come.

Marie McFarlin, OSHS President

US Coast Guard Brass Quintet

Harvest Time at the Hart House:
A Farm to Table Dinner

Food by Killam & Bassette Farmstead
Music  by Old Time Rhode Island FiddlersExhibit Gallery open from Noon to 4p
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Antique Show and Appraisal Day
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Chester Fife and Drum Corps
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Antiques Show Returns June 3
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Many years ago before big box stores, 
buyers foraged through small shops or made 
their own objects and they were happy.  Now, 
once again, you can enjoy this experience 
when the Old Saybrook Historical Society’s 
5th annual Antiques Show and Appraisal Day 
returns to the Gen. Wm. Hart House campus 
and the historic Trivet Green on Saturday, June 
3, 2017 from 9:00 – 4:00 p.m. 

 More than 70 merchants will be offering 
‘objects ‘d old,’ Americana, country and 
primitive items, glass and pottery, nautical and 
military, jewelry, furniture, collectibles, and 
mid-century treasures that you may have long 
ago recycled. 

Adding to the festivities of this old 
fashioned New England marketplace will be 
an appraisal tent from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
where a half-dozen authorities will examine 
and evaluate your mysterious and potentially 

valuable items for the modest payment of $7 for 
one item, $20 for three items. 

Garden plants will be offered from the Hart 
House non-pesticide heritage gardens.  Food 
will be provided by CHOW of Clinton who will 
be serving BBQ sandwiches and lemonade at 
affordable prices and additional refreshments 
will be offered by the Boy Scouts. 

 The friendly, hard-working, and well-
organized masters of this production are 
Karen Emack-Dolson and Peter Dolson who 
are supported by a large cast of volunteers.   
The Show is sponsored by the Old Saybrook 
Historical Society, with generous support from 
Lorensen Auto Group and Saybrook Recycled 
Furniture.  There is no admission charge and 
the event will be held rain or shine.   

 For further information, contact the 
Historical Society at:  860-395-1635.

Tedd Levy

Karen Emack-Dolson and 
Peter Dolson

Banner by JH Torrance Downes
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President’s Message

Marie McFarlin, OSHS President, recently announced 
that two musical groups from the U.S. Coast Guard will be 
participating in the 250th anniversary celebration of the Gen. 
Wm. Hart House.

“We’re delighted to have the Coast Guard’s Brass Quintet 
and its Dixieland Band join in our celebration.  Both of these 
organizations are extremely popular and we are very fortunate 
and pleased that they were able to include us on their summer 
schedule.”

The U.S. Coast Guard Brass Quintet will be playing 
when the 250th anniversary of the Hart House has its opening 
ceremonies on June 25th starting at 1:00 p.m.   The Quintet 
will play popular and patriotic numbers before, during and 
after the program which will feature a brief keynote address by 
Connecticut State Historian Walter Woodward.

From noon until four, the Hart House campus will be taken 
over by Connecticut’s 6th Regiment, American Revolution re-
enactors, and they will be joined later by the Chester Fife and 
Drum Corps.  The Exhibit Gallery at the rear of the Hart House 
will also be officially opened and feature a special exhibit on the 
“House for the Ages.”

Then on July 9, 2017 the U.S. Coast Guard Dixieland 
Band will present a Concert in the Garden, 4:00 p.m. – 5:30 
p.m.  This concert is expected to attract a large number of 
people and guests are asked to bring their own chairs and, if 
they wish, a picnic snack.  

Music from the Hart

Pictured above is MU1 Cedric Mayfield, clarinet; MU1 Thomas Brown, 
trumpet;  MU1 Sean Nelson, trombone; MU1 Robert Langslet, piano; 
MUC Mark McCormick, bass/leader;  MU1 Nathan Lassell, drums;  
MU1 Megan Weikleenget, vocals; and MU1 Robert Holtorff, audio 
engineer.

The United States Coast Guard Dixieland Jazz Band was 
organized in 1970 to perform classic jazz, blues, and rags with a 
“New Orleans” flavor. The Dixieland Jazz Band has entertained 
audiences across America, in the former Soviet Union and in 
England.  They have appeared in Disney World, the Boardwalk 
in Atlantic City, the Embarcadero in San Francisco, the John 
F. Kennedy Center in Washington, D.C., and at Mardi Gras 
in New Orleans. The group has also performed on numerous 
radio and television broadcasts across the nation.

The United States Coast Guard Brass Quintet represents the 
Coast Guard throughout the nation and the world in a variety 
of concerts and ceremonies, including presenting presidential 
honors for George W. Bush in 2005 and Barack Obama in 
2013, participating in the ceremonial wreath laying at the 
USS Arizona Memorial in Pearl Harbor in 2008, and in other 
prominent events.  The quintet - which performs repertoire 
ranging from classic brass literature to marches and popular 
genres - is one of the busiest small musical ensembles in the 
Coast Guard and travels extensively during the year.

Tedd Levy

Pictured above is Chief Musician Kelly Watkins, trumpet;  
Musician 1st Class Chris Lane, trumpet;  Chief Musician Heather 
Doughty, horn; Musician 1st Class Karna Millen, trombone; and 
Senior Chief Musician Rich Denton, tuba.

Hosting for History
Harvest Time at the Hart House, A 
Farm to Table Dinner, Sept. 9

Our Ways and Means committee, under the direction of the 
Chair, Donna DiBella, is planning a spectacular evening under 
the tent on the Society campus. The evening begins with wine 
tasting, courtesy of Paradise Wine and Spirits. It is followed with 
a fabulous dinner preparted by Killam and Bessette Farm from 
South Glastonbury who 
have a strong attachment 
to Old Saybrook as they are 
participants in the town’s 
Farmers Market. The Rhode 
Island Fiddlers will add 
to the festivities ... more 
information will be coming 
with the next newsletter, e 
blasts and on our web site.
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“A House for the Ages”New Exhibit for 2017

Why do we preserve old houses? Their historic value is 
often tied to the traditions, memories, and sense of community 
that we associate with them, making us feel more connected 
to the present, more aware and appreciative of our own time. 
One thing is certain: whenever we preserve historic places, we 
become part of their stories. 

These ideas inspired a new exhibit, “A House for the 
Ages,” on view in 2017 to celebrate the 250th Anniversary of 
the General William Hart House. Through archival images 
and artifacts, the exhibit offers a retrospective look at the Hart 
House over the years. 

Those who remember the Society’s acquisition of the 
site in 1974 will recall how remarkably different the house 
appeared. Listed on the National Register of Historic Places as 
a significant example of Georgian Colonial architecture, some 
of its distinctive characteristics were late 19th- and early 20th-
century additions: a large veranda, rear dormers, black shutters, 
and French doors. General Hart would hardly have recognized 
his house!

After Hart built this house in 1767, several families called 
it “home.” As it changed ownership, it underwent significant 
changes in style. During the Victorian era, it became a boarding 
school for girls. In the early 20th-century, the Berrian and Walker 
families further modernized the house, creating a greater 
connection with the landscape at a time when outdoor leisure 
was becoming popular. One archival image reveals a grove 
of flowering fruit trees in an enclosed side yard. On the south 
side, the Berrians added a veranda with striped awnings. It was 
described as “always cool, even in summer.” As the community 
swelled with summer tourists and beach-goers, it served as an 
ideal spot for viewing the passers-by on the sidewalk on Main 
Street. 

Recognizing the surrounding landscape as essential to the 
house’s history, the Society’s garden committee has continuously 
worked to care for these historic grounds. In 1974, considerable 
brambles were cleared to reestablish a Colonial garden filled 

Celebrating the 250th Anniversary of the General Hart House

with culinary and medicinal herbs. This traditional garden 
served the dual purposes of beauty and use, as it would have for 
General Hart and his wife, Esther. It continues to serve as a focal 
point for educational workshops and teas.

Amidst the patriotic spirit of the national Bicentennial, the 
Society began restoring the house to its 18th-century appearance 
to reflect the era of its original owner. Renovations also 
addressed mold and rot, visible in several images, to preserve 
the home’s structural 
integrity. The 
exhibit highlights 
the craftsmanship 
of the house by 
featuring early 
American building 
tools from George 
& Barbara Maynard 
and handcrafted 
joinery made by 
Mr. John Kopcha’s 
woodworking 
students at Valley 
Regional High 
School. Such 
talented students!

This anniversary marks an occasion to reflect upon the 
history of this site and all it represents to those who have shared 
its story. For Hart, the house embodied revolutionary ideas 
about the American republic. Later, it represented progressive 
education as Hetty Wood’s School for Girls. These inhabitants 
lived during momentous times, when debates over slavery, 
church and state, and the role of women shaped their very lives. 
While the Society’s stewardship represents only the most recent 
chapter, it marks the significant evolution from private home 
to public museum. We proudly offer this exhibit in thanks and 
celebration as we look ahead to the next 250 years.    

by Eve Hughes

The General Hart House circa 1974, before renovation, 
showing the veranda, rear dormers, and shutters.

Small orchard of flowering fruit trees in an enclosed side yard.
 Photo circa late 19th century.

Needlepoint sampler, sewing kit, and scissor 
pouch, all specially handmade by Teddi Kopcha 
for the “Hetty Wood’s School” display



Bordered now by multiple 
apartment buildings, a parking 
lot and North Main Street, the 
Upper Cemetery had quiet 
beginnings in the 1780s and 
today its 2.7 acres are the final 
resting place for 921 persons, 
including 48 identified veterans. 

Its changing surroundings 
have made it an obvious and 
significant historic resource and 
its often neglected history is 
now getting the well-deserved 
and long overdue attention it 
deserves. 

Much of this attention is due 
to the dedicated effort of Scott C. 
Carson, a member of the Municipal Cemetery Committee, who 
has undertaken a comprehensive study of the site to update burial 
records, examine headstones, and record information about the 
burials that have occurred there from the first in 1787 until the 
latest in 2004. 

Among the notable burial sites are those of Harriet 
Chapman Chesebrough, who died in 1898, and whose notes on 
Old Saybrook were published as part of Old Saybrook’s 350th 
anniversary celebration in 1985 as “Glimpses of Saybrook in 
Colonial Days.”  

Here we also find the grave of Thomas Acton (1823-1898), 
after whom the library is named.  Acton was a New York City 

politician and reformer who is 
noted for subduing the Civil 
War draft rioters in New York 
City and contributing to the 
founding of the New York 
City fire department.   He 
spent summers in his home 
near today’s library on the Old 
Boston Post Road.  

Here, too, is the 
headstone memorializing 
“Fero, the faithful slave of 
William Lynde who died 
March 20, 1801, AE 72 yrs.” 

Mr. Carson will share his 
findings during a Chapman 
Lecture at the Acton Public 

Library on Thursday, May 25, 2017 at 6:30 p.m.  The public is 
invited and there is no charge. 

In addition, Mr. Carson will discuss his findings and lead 
a tour of the Cemetery on Sunday, May 28, 2017 starting at 
4:00 p.m.   The public is invited and there is a $5 entrance 
fee.  Children under 16 accompanied by an adult are admitted 
without charge. 

Many veterans from the French and Indian War and 
American Revolution through the Korean Conflict are also 
interred at the Upper Cemetery and they will be especially 
remembered and honored during this Memorial Day weekend. 

Tedd Levy

Dedicated to Preserving, Protecting and Promoting the History of Old Saybrook

Interest in Upper Cemetery Comes to Life

Visitors Have Stories
Vistors from Connecticut and 

around the U.S. stop at the Historical 
Society’s Frank Stevenson Archives 
and on some occasions have unusually 
personal and memorable stories.

Curt Rogers recalls growing up in 
Pennsylvania where his parents had hung 
a stern 19th century ancestral portrait in 
his bedroom. It made an impression on 
young Curt and, now well into his adult 
years, he still remembers “those eyes that 
seemed to follow you wherever you went.”

Curt and a small group of friends 
from Oil City and Erie, Pennsylvania 
visited the Archives for the first time this 
April and inquired if we knew of Amasa 
Ingham (1768-1845). And, yes indeed, 
the Archives has substantial records 
about the Ingham family, including 
Amasa who ran a saw mill on Crystal 

Lake and was the father of 14 children 
including Emily and Marietta, founders 
of the Ingham University in New York 
State.

Well, Curt asked, would we happen 
to know anything about a portrait of 
Amasa. And, as it turns out, a portrait 
of Amasa Ingham hangs in a prominent 
place in the Archives and we showed it to 
Curt. He was shocked to see it. Turns out 
that it was the same portrait that hung 
in his bedroom when he was a child. He 
couldn’t believe it and kept saying so.

The Ingham portrait was painted 
by Phineas Staunton, the art instructor 
at Ingham University and husband of 
Amasa’s daughter Emily. It was presented 
to the Historical Society by Steve and 
Karen Rodgers in 1998. 

Tedd Levy Portrait of Amasa Ingham
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Liberty Bank began in 1825 as the 
Middletown Savings Bank in Samuel 
Southmayd’s pharmacy on the corner of 
Main and Williams Streets in Middletown.  
Today it is the oldest mutual savings bank in 
Connecticut and its more than 50 branches 
provides consumer and commercial 
banking, home mortgages, insurance, and 
investment services.  

Most of all, they are a community 
bank with a sense of history that has 
been demonstrated in a very meaningful 
way with their sponsorship of the events 
commemorating the 250th anniversary of 
the Gen. William Hart House. 

The Bank’s involvement and 
generosity will provide many opportunities 
for Old Saybrook residents and others to 
learn about the “house for the ages” and its 
inhabitants.    

Liberty Bank sponsorship includes 
the June 25, 2017 opening ceremonies 
with the U.S. Coast Guard Brass Quintet, 
American Revolution re-enactors, Chester 
Fife and Drum Corps, and the opening of 
the Hart House Exhibit Gallery; the July 
9th “Concert in the Garden” featuring the 
U.S. Coast Guard Dixieland Band; and 
the September 9th “Harvest Time at the 
Hart House:  A Farm to Table Dinner,” 
with food catered by Killam & Bassette 
Farmstead, South Glastonbury and music 
by the popular Old Fiddlers Club of 
Rhode Island.    

For further information about any 
of these events, or for tickets for “Harvest 
Time at the Hart House:  A Farm to Table 
Dinner,” contact the Historical Society at 
860-395-1635. 

Tedd Levy

Historic Interest from Liberty Bank

Shown presenting their generous contribution to 
Historical Society vice president Donna DiBella, is (l. 
to r.) Amy Helbling Crafa, Liberty Bank Assist. V.P. 
Corporate Communications, Middletown and Leigh-
Bette Maynard, V.P. Manager, Old Saybrook & Essex 
branches.

She’s sometimes 
called “the Town 
Mother,” was the town’s 
First Selectman for 16 
years, is the longest 
serving volunteer in 
the Garden Club, and 
a member of the Old 
Saybrook Historical 
Society for longer than 
she can remember. So 
when Barbara J. Maynard 
celebrated her 90th 
birthday on February 
8, 2017, it was not 
surprising that many people wanted to send their best wishes.  If 
fact, she received over 160 cards and numerous phone calls from 
far and wide. 

Barbara became involved in the Historical Society before it 
acquired the Gen. William Hart House from the First Church of 
Christ (Congregational) in 1974.

After her birthday, which was a poorly kept town wide 
secret, she continues to get congratulatory comments from 
friends, old and new.

Tedd Levy

Barbara Maynard Celebrates Her 90th
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Hart House Gardens
The Hart House colonial inspired garden is kept in good 

order by amazing volunteers.  They well deserve all the credit for 
the abundance of herbs and flowers that add so much appeal to 
the historical society campus. 

Fortunately, these dedicated gardeners will be back again 
this year; Anu Koiv, Adriann Downes, Sherry Eldrige, Joanne 
Goduti, Beverly Kegler, Bonnie Penders, Carin Roaldset, and 
Ed Armstrong (who manages the mechanical needs).  We really 
need at least five  more (men or women), so if you have a couple 
of hours a week to help out,  you will be very welcome to join us, 
Thursday mornings between 9-12.  Experience not necessary, 
you can pair with one of our Master Gardeners.  It’s a healthy 
workout and good comradery. 

Last year’s introduction of a “Teaching Garden”  Herbs with 
a Purpose, was a big success with school groups and visitors 
alike. We gratefully recognize all the extra work Bonnie Penders 
did in creating this delightful garden. Small groups who wish a 
guided tour with Bonnie should book early this summer (860-
395-1635).

Word from the Shoreline Soup Kitchen staff that the weekly 
donation of cooking herbs to it was really appreciated.  We will 
continue donating to the Soup Kitchen colonial women’s garden.

In preparing for the 250th Hart House celebration we will be 
adding more high color flowers. Joanne will be planting a special 
area of vintage dahlias. Anu is adding more wildflowers, Adriann 
is revamping the children’s garden and Bonnie is working on a 
colonial womans garden.  

As usual, we are busy testing the soil and making 

amendments where needed. The Hart House garden is an 
insecticide-free garden of native and known colonial plants.  

One of our goals is to grow more plants that attract 
pollinators.  The milkweed section (for the Monarchs) is being 
increased and a wider variety of nectar producing flowers. 

The annual HHG plant sale will be held with the 5th 
annual Antique and Appraisal day in June.  This is the sale 
many regulars wait for to buy our perennial plants.

A thank you to Will Scott, of Scotts Farm Market for 
donating the sweet cedar mulch we use in the garden.

New Sprinkler system:
We are deeply grateful to Elise Bischoff ’s  family for the 

generous donation in memory of Elise. The gift has allowed us to 
install an underground watering system last year.  The computer 
sensored sprinkler system makes a significant difference to the 
growing season. (The gardeners are also very thankful not to lug 
those heavy hoses around).  

Elise was  a herbalist, who loved to teach and always used 
the proper Latin name for a plant. 

She was the Hart House Garden Chairman for many years 
and a very classy lady.  

Thank you Elise for all you did to establish this lovely 
garden.

Linda Kinsella,, Keeper

Garden birdbath
Joanne Goduti and Bev Kegler, our gardeners, at the 
Town Transfer Station helping out.



6

Dedicated to Preserving, Protecting and Promoting the History of Old Saybrook

Huntley Family Reunion

What’s Happening in the Archives
As always, we are grateful to both past and present donors who 
have entrusted us to protect and preserve the history of Old 
Saybrook.

Newest Contributions
• Photos and disc of Whittlesey house.  Donated by Bob Lorenz.
• Sampler by Ann Chalker Gleason, age 9, 1828 with 

distinctive “Saybrok school” border design.  Donated by 
Leonard Simoni.

• Miscellaneous collection including 2 yearbooks; photo 
album of Old Saybrook parades; Barbara Ross’ scrapbook; 
6 autograph albums; misc. photos.  Donated by William 
Childress.

• DVD “Old Saybrook Scenes, 1938”.  Unknown.
• Two black and white photos, framed, Black Horse Tavern.  

Unknown.
• Scrapbook kept by Robert Childress of sketches and photos 

for various publications.  Donated by William Childress.
• Various leases for fish houses and fishing rights, 1817-1826 

from Lynde, Bushnell, Kirtland, L’Hommedieu, and Platt.  
Donated by Tom and Hedy Rudne.

• Mary Barnes WWII collection including uniform, 
insignias, pamphlets, her photo, various “civilian” clothing, 
etc.  Donated by the Elizabeth Callender estate.

• Old Saybrook Historic Resources and Survey Report, 2013 
& 2015.  Donated by Tedd Levy.

• Military letter, 1816, addressed to Lt.Colonel commanding 

the 1st Regiment Artillery at Saybrook.  Donated by Bob 
Lorenz.

• 1915 inventory of Cypress Cemetery headstones.  Donated 
by C.E. Moore.

• Visitor Register of General William Hart House, 2005-
2016.

• Collection of restaurant menus from Old Saybrook area 
including:  Terra Mar, Inn at Cornfield Point,

• Saybrook Fish House, Dock ‘n Dine, and 8 more.  Donated 
by Alena Urdang de Tour.

Library
• “Thistles and Crowns: the Painted Chests of Connecticut 

Shore” by Benjamin Coleman.  Our chest is featured on the 
cover.  Donated by Marie McFarlin.

• “A Memorial of Giles Ward, Jr.”, by William Ives Budington.  
Civil War 1st Lt. died at age 19.  Donated by Bill Tetreault.

• “A Connecticut Journey”, biography of Ellsworth Grant.  
Donated by Marie McFarlin.

• “Connecticut River Poets”.  Poetry reading and book of 
poetry inspired by history and the Old Saybrook Historical 
Society articfacts and archives.

• Twenty plus books regarding Fenwick, including some of 
its famous residents, were donated by Sallie Boody.

Fifteen or so attendees of the Huntley Family Reunion 
spent a Saturday morning at our archives.  They are all 
descendents of an early settler of Saybrook Colony.  As many 
of our ancestors did, they did not stay in one place for their 
lifetime; some went to Norwich, and some west to the Ohio 
“wilderness” and beyond.  Today, they have come from as far as 
the state of Washington.  

Their host for this year’s reunion had visited us several 
years ago and wanted 
her “family” to see our 
facility and enjoy our 
resources and library-
which they did.  After a 
guided tour, they were 
free to investigate on 
their own.  

It is always a 
pleasure to work with 
the keepers of a family’s history.  They all have a story that is 
unique – a story that is part of America’s history.

Diane Hoyt

Outstanding Members & Volunteers
Stuart and 

Suzanna Otto 
recently moved to 
Wallingford to a 
beautiful complex 
that will make life 
easier for them.

For over 
twenty years, they 
were extraordinary 
members and 
volunteers. 
There was not 
a committee or 
project that needed help that they missed. This included helping 
with the House, with collections, with maintenance of the 
buildings, with the fundraisers, with the investment committee 
and so much more. They supported every event and were the 
best cheerleaders!

We miss their presence very much but know that they 
still will be loyal members and committed to our mission. The 
Society hopes that they have a great time in their new home. 
Stuart and Suzanna ... we can never thank you enough.

Marie McFarlin
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Facilities Maintenance Update

Outstanding Members & Volunteers

The Old Saybrook Historical Society completed multi-
faceted restoration work over the past year in anticipation of 
the 250th anniversary of the 1767 construction of the General 
William Hart House.

The facilities restoration projects were consistent with 
our “mission statement” to preserve, protect and promote the 
history of Old Saybrook. The improvements were completed 
with an overarching theme of safety, durable and cost effective 
maintenance, preserving the historical aspects of the Hart 
House by applying period appropriate details and/or preserving 
wherever possible.

Besides the normal mechanical and electrical maintenance, 
which included the updating of all smoke detectors and alarms 
in both buildings, required to keep our campus safe, we also 
restored and painted 10 rooms of the Hart House during the 
past two winter seasons. The interior painting projects included 
repair of ceilings and walls, removing wallpaper, painting the 
Hart House museum rooms with  complementary historic 
colors and installation of new artifact displays. New electrical 
service was added to the Hart House attic and basement along 
with several lighting improvements to enhance the display of 
our collections.

The 2016/2017 “facilities improvement” year culminated 
with the replacement of the storage shed, replacement of the 
Hart House Gallery exterior vertical siding, restoration of the 
Hart House dining room dutch-door, and installation of two 
“interpretive signs” at the Society campus which provide a much 
needed overview of the museum as well as provided an excellent 
marketing platform to help attract new members and visitors.

Window restoration of the 250-year old Hart House has 
commenced this spring with our initial focus on a dining room 
window that will serve as a window-restoration-fund sample. 
As this first window restoration progressed, we learned that 
window sill and the bottom portions of both the bottom and 
top sash required repair. The window restoration included 
installation of new weather seals and new sash hardware. Our 
goal is to restore all 32 windows of the Hart House as a legacy to 
future volunteers and to the town of Old Saybrook.

It is an exciting time to be part of the Old Saybrook 
Historical Society!

Edward Armstrong, Facilities Manager

Shed donated by Bill Childress and a direct descendant of Robert Chapman

Interpretive signs through the Community Foundation of 
Middlesex County/Riverview Cemetery and Sally Ann McGee 
D’Aquila and Salvatore D’Aquila Jr. Fund.

Painting and ceiling work old kitchen

Hart House Exhibit Gallery Wall

Ed Armstrong and Shane Walden of Gulick & Co.
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Mark Your Calendars
MAY 25 -- Upper Cemetery Chapman Lecture. Scott C. 
Carson shares his findings at the Acton Library at 6:30 pm.

MAY 28 -- Tour of the Upper Cemetery at 4:00 pm. $5 
entrance fee, children under 16 accompanied by an adult free.

JUNE 3 -- Antique Show and Appraisal Day 9 to 4. 
Appraisals from 10 to 1, $7 each or 3 for $20. 75 dealers, over 
half a dozen expert appraisers. Free admission!

JUNE 25 -- 250th Hart House Anniversary Celebration. 12 to 
4 pm Revolutionary War Encampment and Exhibit Gallery 
open. 1 to 2:30 pm Celebration Program with US Coast Guard 
Quintet and State Historian. 2 to 4 pm Chester Fife and Drum 
perform with reenactors.

JULY 9 – US Coast Guard Dixieland Band Concert. 4 to 5:30 
pm. Bring chairs. Public invited, free admission.

SEPTEMBER 9 -- Harvest Time at the Hart House: Farm to 
Table Dinner. 5 to 8 pm. Food by Killam & Bessette Farm. 
Music by the Old Time Rhode Island Fiddlers. Annual OSHS 
Fundraiser. www.saybrookhistory.org
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CELEBRATING OUR 149th ANNIVERSARY

Welcome to the spring of 2017. If you’re like me, you’ve 
had enough of winter! It’s time to think of more pleasurable 
outside activities. We, the members of the Chester Fife and 
Drum Corps, look forward to the parade and muster season. 
As you may know by now, Chester Drum Corps was established 
in 1867 and went “on the road” in 1868. This Corps has been 
playing our music continuously since the beginning with no 
time taken off for any reason (good, bad or otherwise!). We 
have performed in many different uniforms, and are now 
wearing our fourth (or fifth) uniform in 149 years. Our new 
look is more colonial. Update on new uniforms: We are almost 
there with uniform upgrades. We are still working on getting 
bits and pieces to finish off the whole look. Just think old 
Chester and add a little flair of modern.

We are also in the process of making plans for our 150th 
Anniversary Celebration/Muster to be held September 2018. 
So, keep looking for more information as we finalize our plans.
Our drum line is well staffed. However, our fife line needs more 
players. If you are interested in joining us, but do not wish to 
play an instrument, we also need members for the Color Guard 
to march at the front of our Corps and carry our Colors. 
We provide drum and fife lessons free of charge and teach 
our members the ins and outs of marching in unison. We 
practice at the Chester Elementary School in the fall, winter, 
and early spring. Summer practices are at North Quarter Park 
and Cedar Lake. So please come and see what we are about, 
do and play. Our tentative 2017 schedule is noted below.

Mar 12  St. Patrick’s Day Parade New Haven
May 27 Chester Town Wide Tag Sale
May 28  Cheshire Memorial Day Parade
May 29 Chester Memorial Day Parade
Jun 10  Gaspee Days Parade
June 17  Mattatuck Drum Band 250th Anniversary
June 25  Old Saybrook Historical Society
Jul 4  Provincetown Parade 
Aug 13 VJ Day Parade Moosup CT 
Oct 8  108th Bridgeport Columbus Day Parade
Nov 11 Tri-Town Veterans Day Parade 2018
Sep 29    Chester F&DC 150th Celebration
    
If you are interested in becoming part of history and 
joining our corps, please feel free to call me at 860-691-1735. 
We are on Facebook, the Town of Chester website and our 
email address is chester1868@gmail.com. 

Just as a reminder, we are neither a Junior nor Senior Corps. 
We are a family oriented organization and intend on 
remaining so. Better yet, come on down and see what we are 
about. We practice from 6:30 until 8:00 pm. Hope you have 
a most enjoyable summer. Hope to see you at a muster or 
at a parade.

Frenchy Cordeau       
Business Manager and Drum Major    
  

Chester Fife and Drum Corps

The Chester Fife and Drum Corps will be performing June 25 
in the Hart House gardens. 

Thank you for supporting
our Annual Fund


